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Abstract: Scientific definitions and administrative delimitations do nothing but reflect, more or less exactly, how the centre
of a city is perceived. The fruit of a long phenomenon of spontaneous and directed coagulation of a territory that originally housed
rural settlements which came to gravitate around a market (i.e. a trading area) and a royal court, the current city of Bucharest, a name
that not coincidentally suggests the plural, is no exception to the previous statement. If only for this reason, identifying the centre of
this territory is not a simple undertaking, as evidenced by investigations carried out by specialists in various fields. In contrast to these,
the research summarized below was triggered by the study of a single listed property and its immediate context. This approach revealed
that, from the middle of the 19" century until the interwar period, the estate experienced a spectacular evolution, transforming from
a household with a rather rural character into a real residence in terms of its relationship with the public domain and with obvious
aspirations for an elegant private life. The attempt to establish the extent to which these aspirations were justified or not, the extent
which was required to define the optimal way to preserve the building, led to the expansion of the urban scale research. It turned out
that the impressive transformation of the property was probably triggered by the fact that the entire area had begun to be perceived
since the second quarter of the 19 century, even by the authorities, as a pericentral one. Just as plausible, this perception was correctly
interpreted by the owners as an obligation to contribute (also) by promoting high quality architecture in all respects. Grafted onto a
street net improved by the town hall, the efforts of the private environment have only strengthened the urban status of the area — a
strong reason why the aspirations of the residence in question are fully justified by the historical evolution of the city itself. Likewise,
the solution to complete those aspirations was inspired from the same historical evolution as well, while the given solution has been
implemented through the recently completed execution works which, therefore, contribute to the metamorphosis of a neighbourhood
which was born in the space between two trading poles in what can be considered a part of the city centre.

Rezumat: Definitiile stiintifice si delimitirile administrative nu fac altceva decit si reflecte, mai mult sau mai putin exact,
modul in care este perceput centrul unui oras. Rod al unui indelungat fenomen de coagulare spontani si dirijatd a unui teritoriu care
a gizduit initial asezdri rurale care au ajuns si graviteze in jurul unui tirg (in sens comercial) si al unei curti domnesti, actualul oras
Bucuresti, nume care nu intimplitor sugereazi o formi de plural, nu constituie o exceptie de la afirmatia anterioard. Micar si numai
din acest motiv, a identifica centrul acestui teritoriu nu este o intreprindere simpli, dupd cum o dovedesc investigatii desfasurate de
specialisti din diverse domenii. Spre deosebire de acestea, cercetarea rezumati in cele ce urmeazi a fost declansati de studiul unui singur
imobil, clasat, si a contextului siu imediat. Din acest demers a rezultat faptul ci, de la mijlocul secolului al 19-lea pini in perioada
interbelici, proprietatea a cunoscut o evolutie spectaculoasi, transformindu-se dintr-o gospodirie cu caracter mai degrabi rural intr-o
adeviratd resedinti in ceea ce priveste relatia sa cu domeniul public si cu evidente aspiratii in ceea ce priveste o viata privati eleganti.
Incercarea de a stabili misura in care aceste aspiratii au fost sau nu indreptitite, misurd de care a depins decizia privind modul optim
in care trebuie intervenit in prezent asupra imobilului, a determinat extinderea cercetdrii la scard urbani. S-a dovedit in acest ci
transformarea impresionantd a proprietitii a fost probabil declansati de faptul ci intreaga zond incepuse si fie perceputi chiar si de
citre autorititi drept una pericentrald incd din al doilea sfert al veacului al 19-lea. La fel de probabil, aceastd perceptie a fost corect
interpretatd de citre proprietari ca o obligatie de a contribui (si) prin promovarea unei arhitecturi de calitate superioari din toate
punctele de vedere. Grefate pe o trami stradald supusd imbunititirilor aduse de citre primirie, eforturile mediului privat nu au facut
decit si consolideze statutul urbanistic al zonei — motiv pentru care aspiratiile resedintei in cauzi sint pe deplin justificate prin insisi
evolutia istoricd a orasului. De altfel, din aceeasi evolutie istorici s-a inspirat si solutia de implinire a acelor aspiratii, solutie transpusi
in realitate prin lucririle de executie recent finalizate care, astfel, contribuie la metamorfoza unei vecinititi care s-a niscut in spatiul
dintre doi poli comerciali in ceea ce poate fi considerati o parte din centrul unui oras.
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