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  129Th e Bolyai noble court. An Early Modern noble residence

was connected to the upper level with a hatch, placed on the southern corner [15]. A carved stone framed door, 
placed on the northern side of the room was leading to a small barrel vaulted room, where a loophole facing 
outwards is still preserved. Th e carved limestone door frame is the only decoration of the kind preserved in situ.

Th e southern building was added at the earliest during the 18th century, and contained the stairs which 
granted access to the upper level, and rooms facing the river side (likely to accommodate a late living quarter).

Dungeons, spaces for punishment and torture have often been found in noble residences.9 It appears 
that Bolyai castle accommodated a similar space too, called “scythe dungeon”.10 As the name implies, it was 
not just an imprisonment room. Situated on the ground fl oor, in-between the main gate and the south-
western tower, the dungeon comprised three dark rooms, aligned in a sequence along the east-west axis; a wide 
chimney placed above the middle room was designed for casting the prisoners in “the scythes and spears lined 
with prongs up”.11

9 Rusu 2005, p. 368; e.g.: Haţeg keep, Bologa fortifi cation.
10 Bielz 1964, pp. 229-230, Fig. 3.
11 Ibidem. We have to take into consideration that originally the chimney might have covered a kitchen fi replace.
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Fig. 2. Ground fl oor plan. Construction phases (drawing after 1928, 1967, 1970 
surveys, L. Cosnean).
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130 Letiția Cosnean

Two funerary family chapels were part of the noble court: (1) an underground funerary chapel dated 
before the 17th century, and (2) a 19th century independent chapel positioned outside of the precinct, on the 
western side. 12 

Th e walls are made of irregular river stone masonry with brick insertions, additions, or repairs. Only the 
annexes are built with a brick masonry structures, presumably on stone foundations. Th e thickness of the walls 
varies between 80 and 110 cm, except for the south-western tower walls which were ca. 130 cm thick at basement 
level. Th e size of the bricks varies; however we have noticed two average types: ca. 26.5 x 12.5 x 4.5 cm and ca. 
23 x 15 x 5.5 cm. Most inner rooms had wooden beam fl oors; brick vaulted rooms were noted only at the ground 
fl oor level: the entrance gate [1], the south-western tower basement [3], the room adjoining the northern side of 
the south-western tower [16], and two other rooms from the northern and western wings [8, 12] (Fig. 2). 

12 Bielz 1964, p. 235.
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Fig. 3. First fl oor plan. Construction phases (drawing after 1928, 1967, 1970 surveys, L. Cosnean).
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