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Abstract: In 2007 started the Project for the Street and Utilities Rehabilitation — Pilot Area — The Historic Centre of
Bucharest over an area bordered by Victoria Avenue — Britianu Boulevard — Lipscani Street — Independence Boulevard. On nine
streets (21763 m?) numerous buildings (brick or wood) were identified, as well as cemeteries and various structures of public or private
character. Some of them are better known, such as the inns on Lipscani Street, some of them aren’t, but all of them together tell the
story of the birth and development of a town.

ZlatariInn

During the 2007 campaign of archaeological excavations, a very interesting situation presented itself in the sector of Lipscani
Street bordered by Victoria Street and E. Carada Street: the remains of one of the most famous inns in Bucharest, next to the basement
of a house pulled down at the building of the inn.

Due to the special situation both from the archaeological and architectural point of view, and the conservation state being
very good, this particular area (Zlitari Inn, on a length of 25 m and the 17t century house on a length of 13 m) was the first one
proposed for conservation, restoration and public display. First stage consists in ensuring the protection of the area.

Gabroveni

During the second year of the project Gabroveni Street was excavated. Known for many years as “the street running parallel to
the Princely Court wall”, Gabroveni Street was one of the main arteries within the commerical centre of Bucharest.

'The archaeological excavations led to the uncovering of some wooden houses — predating the present day street space, of the
wooden palisade of the Princely Court, of the brick wall later replacing the palisade, of the buildings adjacent to the precinct wall and of
the wooden pavement of the street.

In one of the sections, the Princely Court wall and the wooden pavement were exceptionally well preserved. First measures for a
protected area in Gabroveni street have already been taken: the restoration and conservation of the wooden pavement segment described
above. The action was performed by the specialists of the “Bucovina” Museum Complex from Suceava.

Serban Voda

For two centuries (18-19th) one of the most imposing buildings of Bucharest, the Serban Vodi Inn was forgotten after its
demolition for the whole following century (20th).

'The 2007 archaeological excavations taking place on the Lipscani Street, sector between Eugeniu Carada and Smirdan Streets,
brought to light the Lipscani side of the inn.

During the next year (2008), it was possible to explore the interior of the inn, as a series of foundations from the inn’s first floor
were identified, together with a number of six cellars and the access way from the street.

'The area proposed for conservation covers the area of the six cellars mentioned above, some of the best preserved medieval
structures in the historic centre of Bucharest.

In the passageways between the cellars, three frescoes were uncovered: two represent St. Nicholas and the third depicts “The
Dormition of the Virgin”. Considering the technique and style they date to the second half of the 17* century.

Conclusions

The three areas proposed for conservation - restoration - public display were accepted by the National Commission of
Archaeology and the National Commission for Historic Monuments. They were also included in projects developed by the Municipality
of Bucharest, the beneficiary of the Historic Centre works.

They represent cultural landmarks both for the locals and the foreign tourists, often amazed and impressed by the things hidden
until recently under the modern pavement of the Historic Centre.

Cuvinte cheie: zone protejate, monumente, hanuri, frescd, pivnitd, zid de incinti, ,podul de lemn”.

Rezumat: Cu ocazia cercetirilor arheologice din Centrul Istoric al Bucurestilor au fost identificate numeroase clidiri din zidérie
sau din lemn, precum si cimitire sau diferite amenajiri cu caracter public sau privat. Au fost alese trei zone pentru a fi protejate, restaurate
si puse in valoare. Fiecare dintre acestea reprezinti repere de istorie, de arhitecturd si de culturi atit pentru bucuresteni, cit si pentru turisti.
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